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Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

GREAT DISMAL SWAMP NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA ACT

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1154) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of
designating certain land as the Great
Dismal Swamp National Heritage Area,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1154

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Great Dis-
mal Swamp National Heritage Area Act’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage
Area” means the Great Dismal Swamp Na-
tional Heritage Area.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(3) STATES.—The term ‘‘States’ means the
States of Virginia and North Carolina.

(4) STUDY AREA.—The term ‘‘study area’”
means—

(A) the cities of Chesapeake, Norfolk,
Portsmouth, and Suffolk in the State of Vir-
ginia;

(B) Isle of Wight County in the State of
Virginia;

(C) Camden, Currituck, Gates, and
Pasquotank counties in the State of North
Carolina; and

(D) any other areas in the States that—

(i) have heritage aspects that are similar
to the areas described in subparagraphs (A),
(B), or (C); and

(ii) are adjacent to, or in the vicinity of,
those areas.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with State and local organizations
and governmental agencies, Tribal govern-
ments, non-profit organizations, and other
appropriate entities, shall conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the study area as a National Heritage
Area, to be known as the ‘‘Great Dismal
Swamp National Heritage Area’.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study shall in-
clude analysis, documentation, and deter-
minations on whether the study area—

(1) has an assemblage of natural, historic,
and cultural resources that—

(A) represent distinctive aspects of the
people and cultures of the United States;

(B) are worthy of recognition, conserva-
tion, interpretation, and continuing use; and

(C) would be best managed—

(i) through partnerships among public and
private entities; and

(ii) by linking diverse and sometimes non-
contiguous resources and active commu-
nities;

(2) reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and
folklife that are a valuable part of the story
of the United States;

(3) provides outstanding opportunities—
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(A) to conserve natural, historic, cultural,
or scenic features; and

(B) for recreation and education;

(4) contains resources that—

(A) are important to any identified themes
of the study area; and

(B) retain a degree of integrity capable of
supporting interpretation;

(5) includes residents, business interests,
nonprofit organizations, and State, local,
and Tribal governments, and other appro-
priate entities that—

(A) are involved in the planning of the Her-
itage Area;

(B) have developed a conceptual financial
plan that outlines the roles of all partici-
pants in the Heritage Area, including the
Federal Government; and

(C) have demonstrated support for the des-
ignation of the Heritage Area;

(6) has a potential management entity to
work in partnership with the individuals and
entities described in paragraph (5) to develop
the Heritage Area while encouraging State
and local economic activity; and

(7) has a conceptual boundary map that is
supported by the public.

SEC. 4. REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date on
which funds are first made available to carry
out this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report that describes—

(1) the findings of the study under section
3; and

(2) any conclusions and recommendations
of the Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1154, the Great Dismal Swamp National
Heritage Area Act, introduced by the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
MCEACHIN), my Natural Resources
Committee colleague.

This bill would direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study as-
sessing the suitability and the feasi-
bility of designating the Great Dismal
Swamp in the States of Virginia and
North Carolina as a national heritage
area.

The Great Dismal Swamp is an area
of great historical, cultural, and envi-
ronmental importance, and has been
home to indigenous people since time
immemorial. The swamp includes the
ancestral lands of the Nansemond In-
dian Nation and the historic lands of
the Haliwa-Saponi and Meherrin tribes.

The swamp was also one of the only
known water-based stops on the Under-
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ground Railroad and home to a thriv-
ing community descending from early
colonial free people of color whose fam-
ilies resisted American slavery by find-
ing refuge within the swamp.

In 1974 the swamp was designated as
a national wildlife refuge due to its ec-
ological significance, and today it
holds the largest intact remnant of a
vast forest that once covered more
than a million acres.

Designating the Great Dismal Swamp
as a national heritage area will help
share the often untold stories of some
of our Nation’s underrepresented com-
munities.

From the indigenous communities
who first called the swamp home to the
enslaved African Americans who en-
dured the swamp’s hardships in their
fight for freedom, these are stories
worth sharing with current and future
generations.

I would like to thank my friend and
colleague, Representative MCEACHIN,
for championing this important legis-
lation. I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1154, offered by Congressman
MCEACHIN, requires the Secretary of
the Interior to assess the suitability
and feasibility of designating a na-
tional heritage area comprised of cities
and counties in Virginia and counties
in North Carolina to be known as the
Great Dismal Swamp National Herit-
age Area.

While many think of Washington,
D.C. as a great dismal swamp, it is ac-
tually a marshy region on the coastal
plain of southeastern Virginia and
northeastern North Carolina that
stretches roughly 37 miles north to
south and covers an area approxi-
mately 750 square miles. The Great
Dismal Swamp has a long history of
Native American inhabitants and was a
known route and destination for free-
dom seekers.

This measure already passed the
House as an amendment to H.R. 803,
the Protecting America’s Wilderness
and Public Lands Act earlier this Con-
gress. I did not support the measure
then because it had not gone through
regular order and was being added to a
package that created 1.5 million acres
of new wilderness. You could say this
measure was bogged down here in the
swamp.

While this is not how the process
should work, I am happy that this bill
has now gone through regular order,
and I would, therefore, urge adoption of
the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. I am glad that my colleague’s
thoughts came through the swamp, and
I urge my colleagues to support the
legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
DINGELL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1154.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH
COMMEMORATIVE WORK

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1664) to authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to
establish a commemorative work in
the District of Columbia and its envi-
rons, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1664

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH COM-
MEMORATIVE WORK.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Medal of
Honor Museum Foundation may establish a
commemorative work on Federal land in the
District of Columbia and its environs to
honor the extraordinary acts of valor, self-
less service, and sacrifice displayed by Medal
of Honor recipients.

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS FOR COM-
MEMORATIVE WORKS.—The establishment of
the commemorative work under this section
shall be in accordance with chapter 89 of
title 40, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘“Commemorative Works
Act”).

(c) PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF FEDERAL
FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Federal funds may not be
used to pay any expense of the establishment
of the commemorative work under this sec-
tion.

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NATIONAL MEDAL
OF HONOR MUSEUM FOUNDATION.—The Na-
tional Medal of Honor Museum Foundation
shall be solely responsible for acceptance of
contributions for, and payment of the ex-
penses of, the establishment of the com-
memorative work under this section.

(d) DEPOSIT OF EXCESS FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If, on payment of all ex-
penses for the establishment of the com-
memorative work under this section (includ-
ing the maintenance and preservation
amount required by section 8906(b)(1) of title
40, United States Code), there remains a bal-
ance of funds received for the establishment
of the commemorative work, the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation shall
transmit the amount of the balance to the
Secretary of the Interior for deposit in the
account provided for in section 8906(b)(3) of
that title.

(2) ON EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—If, on ex-
piration of the authority for the commemo-
rative work under section 8903(e) of title 40,
United States Code, there remains a balance
of funds received for the establishment of the
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commemorative work under this section, the
National Medal of Honor Museum Founda-
tion shall transmit the amount of the bal-
ance to a separate account with the National
Park Foundation for memorials, to be avail-
able to the Secretary of the Interior or the
Administrator of General Services, as appro-
priate, in accordance with the process pro-
vided in paragraph (4) of section 8906(b) of
that title for accounts established under
paragraph (2) or (3) of that section.

SEC. 2. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1664, introduced by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
VEASEY), would authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to
establish a monument in the District
of Columbia commemorating the ex-
traordinary acts of valor, selfless serv-
ice, and sacrifice displayed by the
Medal of Honor recipients.

The Medal of Honor is our country’s
highest military decoration, and since
its creation during the Civil War, the
medal has been awarded to more than
3,600 members of the armed services.

This bill would honor the unparal-
leled bravery and sacrifices of Medal of
Honor recipients and ensure that the
medal’s values of courage, sacrifice, pa-
triotism, citizenship, integrity, and
commitment are shared for generations
to come.

I would like to thank Representative
VEASEY for his leadership on this im-
portant legislation and urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1664, offered by Congressman
VEASEY, would authorize the National
Medal of Honor Museum Foundation to
establish a commemorative work on
Federal land in the D.C. area to recog-
nize Medal of Honor recipients.
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The Medal of Honor is our Nation’s
highest medal for valor in combat
awarded to members of the U.S. Armed
Forces. The medal was first authorized
in 1861 for U.S. Navy sailors and ma-
rines, and the following year for Army
soldiers. Since then more than 3,500
Medals of Honor have been awarded to
members of all Department of Defense
services and the Coast Guard. Medals
of Honor are awarded sparingly and
only bestowed on the bravest of the
brave whose courage and valor in com-
bat is well documented.

According to the Congressional
Medal of Honor Society, at least 10 Ar-
kansans have been awarded the Medal
of Honor since its inception. This in-
cludes John Henry Pruitt, an Arkansan
who is one of only 19 soldiers to ever be
awarded the Medal of Honor twice. Our
State Capitol in Little Rock also
boasts its own Medal of Honor Memo-
rial, which depicts a bronze eagle sur-
rounded by plaques honoring each indi-
vidual Medal of Honor recipient from
Arkansas.

I would like to thank Congressman
VEASEY and Congressman BLAKE
MOORE of Utah, a freshman on our com-
mittee, for their leadership on this im-
portant bipartisan bill. I urge adoption
of the measure, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. VEASEY).

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to urge my colleagues to pass the
National Medal of Honor Monument
Act. This is bipartisan legislation, as
was mentioned, that I introduced with
Representative MOORE of Utah.

This bill honors our Nation’s brave
servicemembers by paving the way for
the creation of a monument in our Na-
tion’s Capital recognizing the Medal of
Honor and its more than 3,500 recipi-
ents.

Our Nation’s Medal of Honor recipi-
ents are patriots. They have put their
lives on the line to ensure we can live
freely and prosperously in the greatest
nation on Earth. That is why I am
happy to have spearheaded this from
the beginning and pay homage to the
values the Medal of Honor represents—
courage, patriotism, citizenship, integ-
rity, commitment, and sacrifice—and
the brave individuals who earned it in
service to our country.

The National Medal of Honor Mu-
seum will actually open in my district
in Arlington, Texas, in the next few
years, and it will also serve as a beacon
for these values.

My hope is that we are able to pass
this legislation to honor these individ-
uals because this is a very, very pres-
tigious award for our Nation’s veterans
and for those that have sacrificed. We
want to make sure that we do every-
thing we can to rally around this and
honor the bravest individuals who
serve in our country by having a monu-
ment here in Washington, D.C.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge adoption of this bill and strongly
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